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sub-sharers, and by these on the ryots. At one time there appeared to have (3een a general rate of Rs. 4 the bigha, except on sandy soil near the sea, which paid Es. 3i, and bhutd (alluvial) lands, which were assessed at from Es. 6 to Es. 12, but these rates were no longer acted on. Eates on the ligJia varied according to crops, their condition and market prices, and were liable to frequent change. At that time more than three-fourths of the villages in the subdivisions of Bharuch, Jambusar, and A'rnod were held on the Bhagddri tenure, the majority of the cultivators being inferior Patidars (sub-sharers). After going on to describe the evils of the system, Mr. Elphinstone wrote that lie would not propose a general lightening of assessment, but would instruct the Collector to report where it was too high, too low, or unequal. In such cases revision might be carried out by Panchayats (juries of experts), superintended by an officer of Government, whose rates should be liable to revision by other Panchayats. Wherever the assessment appeared tolerably reasonable and equally levied, nothing should be done except to record details, so that although the annual settlements should still be entered into with the PateLs, the Collector or Civil Court might bo able to redress grievances, as the rights of each ryot would be known and fixed. These remarks applied to senja (nun-shared) villages. In "bknydi'irl villages it would be difficult to introduce the proposed equality of assessment, but as it was usual for flourishing Bha^dars to take ou themselves some of the burdens of their poorer brethren, and there were instances of Government making a new division to equalize the assessment, something might be done even in them. Ryots, it was recommended, should be allowed, to remove their crops on providing the security of respectable people of their own class.
In a despatch dated 4th May, 1825, the Court of Directors approved of Mr. Elphinstone's proposals, and trusted attention would 1)0 directed to the reforms indicated by him.
With a view to provide the Collector with reliable data on which to fix the assessments as independently as possible of the district officers, it was determined in 1811 to mate a survey of the subdivisions of Bharuch, Anldoshvar and Hansot. It was subsequently extended to Jambusar, A'mod and Dhej. It was carried